
FACT
DRUNK DRIVER

In New Jersey a person convicted of his first drunk driving offence faces a mandatory suspension of his license for six months, and the possibility of a thirty-day jail sentence. In addition, the offender must pay a mandatory fine of $250 and a $100 fee to support law enforcement efforts to catch other drunk drivers. Convicted drunk drivers are also required to undergo a minimum of 12 hours counseling for which they must pay a $1,000 surcharge for each of three years, as well as $50 a day. In addition, drunk drivers receive 9 “insurance points” that could subject them to huge increases in their insurance premiums. The total cost for a first offence of drunk driving in New Jersey probably exceeds $9,000. 
VOCABULARY
Convicted:  to be proved or officially announced that he/she is guilty of a crime after a trial in a law court.

Offence: an illegal action or a crime
Mandatory: if something is mandatory, the law says it must be done

Suspension: when something is officially stopped for a period of time

Offender: someone who is guilty of a crime.
Law enforcement: the job of making sure that the law is obeyed.

Undergo: if you undergo a change, an unpleasant experience etc, it happens to you or is done to you

Surcharge: money that you have to pay in addition to the basic price of something

Insurance premium: the money that you pay regularly to an insurance company

Exceeds: to be more than a particular number or amount.
DISCUSSION QUESTION

1. Is the New Jersey penalty for drunk driving fair or unfair? Explain your answer.
It is not unfair. There should be punishments to deter people from driving under the influence of alcohol.[image: image1.png]
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