	
	Learning - One Percent Inspiration and Ninety-Nine Percent Perspiration.



[bookmark: _GoBack]Edison loved learning and had fun as a result. At 22 years of age,  he walked into New York City broke and hungry, waiting for a telegraph job to open up. But in that same year he went from rags to riches when someone bought his patents for improvements on the stock ticker for $40,000.00. Rather than buy an expensive house or liquor, he spent the money setting up a shop with apparatus to continue his inventions. Once the inventing germ got into his blood, he'd never recover from it. He loved inventing! 
But that doesn't mean that his inventions came quickly or easily. He would thoroughly study the principles behind an invention and the work that had been previously done before choosing his course. Then, he would perform ceaseless experiments. For example, in inventing a filament for the incandescent bulb, he tested over 6,000 species of plants before he found one that would last long enough. After 9,000 failed experiments on the storage battery, such as we now use in cars, someone expressed their regrets at his having no results. ''Results!'' Edison replied, ''Why, man, I have gotten a lot of results! I have found several thousand things that won't work.'' (p. 221) It would take more than 10,000 experiments before he achieved his first positive result, and 40,000 more, working day and night for several years, to perfect it. Now you can see why Edison replied, when people said he was great because of his genius, ''Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration.''
For Discussion:
1. What do you think Edison meant when he said, "Genius is one percent inspiration and ninety-nine percent perspiration?"
2. How many experiments did it take for Edison to perfect the storage battery? (40,000)
3. How do you think he kept from getting discouraged?  
4. Have you failed at something over and over? How do you think Edison would have responded to the failure?
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