	
	Steven's Heartaches Develop Empathy



[bookmark: _GoBack]Steven didn't feel like he fit in at Middle School. Everyone thought that to be important you had to be good at sports like baseball. But Steven was a terrible player. To make matters worse, his ears stuck out and his peers nicknamed him ''Spielbug.'' He retreated into the photography club, which he called his ''leper colony." And his problems didn't stop at school. His family life wasn't always that secure either.  His parents divorced when he was 19. 
But out of these struggles Steven came to understand the aches and longings of people's hearts. That paid off big time when he began to produce movies for a living. His name is Steven Spielberg. Because of the heartaches of his early years, he was able to produce movies that were not only artistically superb, but also tugged at our hearts. Today he reigns as history's most successful filmmaker. The same people who laughed at him in school would probably love to have his autograph, or even more, a week of his salary! . 
So remember, the way people see you now isn't necessarily the way people will always see you. Find an interest or a hobby and some others with similar interests. What seems like a leper colony now may pay off big time in the future. (Written by Steve Miller,  © Copyright Aug/Sept, 1998)
Discussion Questions:
1 - How many films can you name that Spielberg produced? (Jaws, Raiders of the Lost Ark, ET, Schindler's List, etc.)
2 - How do you think young Steven felt when fellow students laughed at him and called him "Spielbug?"
3 - How do you think being put down in school help Spielberg as a filmmaker?
4  - How can being put down by others help us develop character? (We understand how it feels to be put down. That can motivate us not to put others down. We can learn to empathize with others.)
5  - How can learning empathy help us in our careers? (People who understand the feelings of others tend to have better relationships and thus are better able to keep good jobs.)
6 - How can understanding Steven Spielberg's school days help us in our lives today? (It can keep us from getting so down when others put us down.)
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