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Character Education Worksheet                                                                                    
 Lying  and  Cheating 
Most of us immediately know such actions are wrong. But a recent survey of 30,000 U.S. high school students revealed surprising findings about young people’s actions regarding these basic moral decisions. Approximately 30 percent of students admitted stealing from a store within the last year. Another 83 percent admitted lying to a parent about something important, and 64% admitted to cheating on a test in the past year. But perhaps the worst statistic was 93 percent. 
That is the staggering number of students surveyed who said they were satisfied with their personal ethics, despite the amount of dishonest acts they admitted to in the survey conducted by the Josephson Institute. 
Through this lesson, we will examine the importance of honesty and the related virtues that help us to be honest, including fortitude, courage and prudence. 
LYING : About 42 percent of surveyed students said they lied in order to save money. That, on its face, may not sound like a horrible reason to lie. Some may think it isn’t a big deal to switch the prices on two items to pay the less expensive price; however, the act of lying itself has serious negative consequences for  ourselves  and others regardless of the motivation. Some may get away with the acts of deception for a while; however, this often leads to additional lies that end up ruining lives. 
One recent high-profile example is movie star Wesley Snipes , actor of the Blade trilogy fame. Last year, Snipes was sentenced to a maximum three years in prison for failing to file approximately $15 million in tax returns over a 10-year period. Sometimes we may feel tempted to lie to avoid an embarrassing situation, or because of peer pressure to lie to our parents to cover up activities that we know are wrong. During those times, it often takes courage to overcome our fears and a commitment to being honest, even if it means acknowledging a failure or standing up to peers who want us to lie. This sense of commitment to live up to our highest standards and values, especially in the face of temptation, is the essence of integrity. 
Cheating According to the Josephson Institute survey, about 64 percent of students surveyed cheated on a test during the past year, with 38 percent admitting they cheated more than twice. Another 36 percent acknowledged plagiarizing from the Internet. Cheating on a test is basically a lie in that we are proclaiming that the test is a reflection of our knowledge of the subject, when in fact it is our knowledge plus the answers of others. Cheating also brings up important issues of justice as those students who aren’t cheating are placed at an unfair disadvantage. Additionally, in asking someone else to help us cheat on a test we are pressuring them to participate in the lie, and tempting them to undermine their own character. 42% lied to save money 83% admitted lying to a parent about something important.  

“He who permits himself to tell a lie once finds it much easier to do it a second and a third time, till eventually it becomes a habit.” — Thomas Jefferson . 
It’s important to ask whether a true friend should place another friend in that situation. 
Recently, there have been high profile examples of authors and athletes engaging in cheating, ruining their careers and turning their fans against them. One particularly sad example is former women’s track star Marion Jones who served six months in jail for lying to federal investigators about her steroid use during the 2000 Sydney Olympics. 
Jones’ actions caused the U.S. Olympic Committee to strip the other eight members of the U.S. Sydney team of the 
bronze medals they won with Jones in team relay events. Often, the motivation to cheat comes from fear – a fear of not doing well on a test, or not succeeding in a sport or other profession. It takes courage to face these fears and maintain our personal integrity. 
 Abraham Lincoln famously stated: “Character is like a tree and reputation like its shadow.” The shadow is 
what we think of it; the tree is the real thing.” Lincoln’s integrity served him well later in life as his character earned 
him the respect of political allies and adversaries alike. Lincoln’s attitude is one we can adopt in order to act in 
such a way that we – and those around us—can be proud. 
Lying, cheating and stealing may appear prevalent in our society, but if they are, we should work to change such behaviors. We must never become satisfied with a lower code of morality, as the students in the survey seemed to in admitting that they lie, cheat and / or steal yet are satisfied with their personal ethics. Fortunately, there are also many present day examples of teens choosing to do the right thing and living lives of integrity. Last April, four teens - Kyle Coenen, Brad Stankowski, Jason Kaczkowski, and Nathan Hammernik- were vacationing in Florida when they came across a wallet washed up on the beach. Amazingly, the wallet had $2,500 of cash in it. According to the account of the story in Marconews.com,the boys admitted that keeping the wallet did cross their minds. “We joked about it a little bit, but we all knew we would never feel good about it, never feel right,” Kyle said. These 4 teens were likely able to make the right decision because they had already made a commitment to live according to higher standards. When the moment of significant temptation came, they were ready to choose the right course. We may be tempted to think that we can engage in wrongful activities now and then, and that these actions won’t determine the type of person we become. 
     Wrongdoing, even in small amounts, can lead us to make bigger mistakes and miscalculations later in life. Like Lincoln and the four teens on the beach, we should not be as concerned with the shadow our actions cast, but with the tree, our commitment to living lives of honesty, integrity, prudence and courage.

[bookmark: _GoBack] Questions : 
1. What did the survey reveal about the degree of cheating, stealing and lying among teens? Do you think these percentages are generally accurate in our school and community? 





2. What do you think are the underlying motivations and reasons for teens to lie and cheat ? 





3. In addition to the stories in this lesson, what examples can we think of and share where friends, family members or famous people have made decisions that affirm  honesty and integrity? 






4- Does lying, cheating or stealing among people in high-profile positions – actors, writers, or other public figures – make those acts seem less wrong? Why or why not?












Vocabulary:

Staggering :Incredible,overwhelming,amazing
Deception: An instance of action and/or schemes fabricated to mislead and/or delude someone into errantly believing a lie or inaccuracy
Fortitude: That strength or firmness of mind which enables a person  to encounter danger with coolness and courage
or to bear pain adversity without murmuring  and depression or firmness in confronting or bearing up against danger
or enduring trouble
Temptations: Feeling a strong urge to do wrong generally attest or trial
Integrity:The state of being wholesome: unimpaired
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